PLAYWRITING FORMAT – SAMPLE: 1107 FINAL PROJECT

· You title each scene….SCENE ONE, SCENE TWO etc. Generally a scene begins if a new time or place or is introduced. This is how you FRAME the action of your play. At the end of the scene write END OF SCENE. At the end of the play write END OF PLAY. Since your plays are short, they will likely only have one or two scenes.

· You put the name of the person speaking in ALL CAPS on the LEFT directly above the line that they are speaking. 

· Stage directions (what the people are doing on stage) are always italicized and indented 2 or three inches. Think of these as describing what we will see and hear on stage (other than dialogue.) These include:

ACTION:  BOB falls to the ground. JANE starts to tap dance.  

SPECTACLE: 
A giant chicken falls from the sky….or …Lights fade. 

SOUND EFFECTS/MUSIC:  A doorbell rings. or….SOUND of rain. (Anything that is sung or otherwise created by the characters on stage. )

· Stage directions say what is happening. They usually avoid saying HOW something happens. (That is for the actors and directors to decide.)  They do not say WHAT THE CHARACTERS ARE THINKING. They do not iinclude narration like “he said” or “she said.”  

· Short stage directions to the right of a character’s name can indicate how a person says something. These should be kept to a minimum and indicate vocal quality (Loudly…or whispering…or singing…) as opposed to emotion (ie. angrily…or sadly…) They can also indicate to whom a character is speaking (i.e.  to audience)  if it is not clear from the dialogue being spoken.

HERE IS A SAMPLE SCENE FROM THE PLAYWRITING EXERCISE. This was taken from the 1107 section one class.

SCENE THREE (The bomb situation)

DOORBELL rings again. BOB hops up, goes to door.  

JANE is offstage in bedroom..

BOB (singing)

I’ll get it.





 ANGELA the mail carrier enters. She carries make-up in a    

                                                brown paper bag. 

ANGELA

I have this suspicious package for you.

BOB 
Shh! 

BOB glances back toward the bedroom.  JANE enters with a shoe box. 

BOB (loudly)

I believe this has been brought to the wrong address!

JANE 

What is it Bob? 

BOB

It must be at the wrong address. 

ANGELA

I’ve noticed you’ve been receiving an abundance of packages lately.

BOB 

Okay, and your point is?

ANGELA (to Jane) 

See here? For current residents….not even a name. This package definitely looks suspicious.

JANE

Oh my gosh, it could be a bomb! 





ANGELA places the package on the porch. 

ANGELA (to audience)
I think I better call the police. 





ANGELA exits

JANE

I’ve had enough of this. 





JANE sets the shoe box down. Points gun at BOB. Blackout.
END OF SCENE
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